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1. The Mughal emper or  appoint ed t he East  I ndia company as t he Diwan of  _____________. 

  a. Bihar   b. Bengal  c. Odisha d. Mumbai 

2. Company pur chased goods in I ndia by impor t ing _____________ and _____________ f r om  

    Br it ain. 

  a. gold and copper  b. silver  and t in c. gold and silver  d. silver  and copper  

3. I n 1770 a t er r ible f amine killed _____________ million people in Bengal. 

 a. f ive b. nine c. seven d. t en 

4. The Raj as and t aluqdar s wer e r ecognised as _____________. 

  a. lohar   b. Zamindar s c. sonar  d. r yot s 

5. The Mahalwar i syst em was devisd by an Englishman called _____________. 

 a. Thomas Munr o b. Char les Cor nwallis c. Holt  Mackenzie d. Wellesley 

6. The company was t r ying t o expand t he cult ivat ion of  _____________ and _____________. 

 a. wheat  and r ice  b. opium and indigo c. t ea and sugar cane d. j ut e and cot t on 

7. By 1810, t he indigo impor t ed t o Br it ain f r om I ndia was _____________ per cent . 

 a. 90  b. 95  c. 92 d. 100 

8. _____________ is a unit  of  measur ement  of  land.  

  a.Lit r e b. Bigha c. Kilogr am d.Millilit r e 

1. b 2. c 3. d 4. b 5. c 6. b 7. b 8. b 

 

 

 

1. One-t hir d of  t he populat ion was wiped out  f r om Bengal because 

 a. a t er r ible f amine occur r ed t her e b. a civil war  br oke out  

 c. An epidemic br oke out  d. none of  t he above 

2. The Mahalwar i Syst em was devised by  

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

Grade VI I I  -  Hist ory  

Lesson 3. Ruling t he Count ryside 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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 a. Char les Cor nwallis  b. Rober t  Clive 

 c. Holt  Mackenzie  d. J ames Mill 

3. The r yot s wer e 

 a. cult ivat or s  b. zamindar s c. t r ader s d. money lender s 

4. The I ndigo Commission was set  up t o enquir e int o t he syst em of  indigo pr oduct ion. Whom did  

     t he Commission hold guilt y?  

  a. The r yot s  b. The gover nment  c. The plant er s d. Bot h a and b 

5. Af t er  t he indigo pr oduct ion collapsed in Bengal, t he plant er s shif t ed t heir  oper at ion t o  

 a. Guj ar at  b. Bihar  c. Or issa d. Raj ast han 

1. a 2. c 3. a 4. c 5. b 

  

 

 

1. The Champar an movement  was against  

 a. peasant s            b. East  I ndia Company 

 c. t he oppr essive at t it ude of  t he plant er s           d. None of  t he above 

2. The Company was appoint ed as t he Diwan of  Bengal in  

  a. 1762 b. 1763 c. 1764 d. 1765 

3. Gandhij i visit ed Champar an 

  a. t o see t he plight  o I ndigo plant er s in Champar an 

 b. t o se t he pr ogr ess of  I ndigo plant at ion 

 c. t o see t he managing syst em of  company 

 d. none of  t he above 

4. Who devised t he new-syst em of  r evenue called Mahalwar i?  

 a. Queen Elizabet h b. Holt  Mackenzie c. Queen Vict or ia d. Gandhij i 

5. Gr ower s of  woad in Eur ope saw _________________ cr op as compet it ion t o t heir  ear nings.  

 a. t ea  b. r ubber  c. indigo d. cof f ee 

6. I ndigo pr oduct ion came down in Bengal in  

 a. 1850 b. 1852 c. 1855 d. 1859 

7. Who had developed t he Munr o syst em?  

 a. Capt ain Alexander   b. Holt  Mackenzie 

 c. Thomas Munr o  d. None of  t hese 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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8. How much pr opor t ion of  I ndigo was impor t ed f r om I ndia by Br it ain in 1810?  

 a. 75% b. 95% c. 90% d. 85% 

9. H.T. Colebr ook descr ibes t he condit ion of  t he under -t alent  f ar mer s in  

 a. 1800 b. 1805 c. 1806 d. 1810 

10. Af t er  har vest , t he indigo plant  was t aken t o t he ____________ in t he indigo f act or y.  

 a. dye b. vat  c. f ar m d. machine 

11. The int er nat ional demand of  indigo was af f ect ed by t he discover y of   

 a. synt het ic dyes  b. woad c. blue colour  d. none of  t hese 

1. c 2. d 3. a 4. b 5. c 6. d 7. c 8. b 9. c 10. b 11. a 

 

 

 

1. As t he pr ice of  indigo was ver y high, t he Eur opeans depended on anot her  plant  called 

 a. Woad b. Sal c. Palash d. J uniper  

2. The Kuki belongs t o t he pr esent  st at e of   

 a. Manipur  b. Mizor am c. Nagaland d. Ar unachal Pr adesh 

3. Ryot war i Set t lement  was int r oduced in: 

 a. Bombay Pr esidency b. Sout h and West  I ndia 

 c. Deccan   d. Punj ab 

4. Cinchona t r ees pr ovide r aw mat er ial f or  making 

 a. Quinine b. Mat s and r opes c. Rubber  d. Bever ages 

5. The Per manent  Set t lement  of  Bengal was int r oduced by Lor d Cor nwallis in  

  a. 1763 b. 1773 c. 1783 d. 1793 

6. The Br it ish smuggled and sold  

 a. I ndigo t o China b. Cot t on t o China c. Opium t o China d. Cof f ee t o China 

7. By t he lat e 18 t h cent ur y, Company was t r ying t o expand t he cult ivat ion of  

 a. Opium b. I ndigo c. Cot t on d. Tea 

8. I n 1927, Bar doli Sat yagr aha was led by  

 a. Mahat ma Gandhi  b. Pandit  J awahar lal Nehr u 

 c. Sar dar  Pat el  d. Manubhai Pat el 

 

 

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 



 

 

                                                                         4                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

9. Mahalwar i syst em of  land r evenue collect ion was not  int r oduced in  

 a. Punj ab  b. Nor t h West  Pr ovinces 

 c. Awadh  d. Delhi r egion 

10. The peasant  movement  of  Champar an in nor t h-west  Bihar  opposed t he cult ivat ion of   

  a. Sugar cane b. I ndigo c. Opium d. Pepper  

1. a 2. a 3. b 4. a 5. d 6. c 7. a 8. c 9. d 10. b 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Ryot  a. Village 

2. Mahal b. Peasant  

3. Nij  c. Cult ivat ion on r yot ' s lands 

4. Ryot i d. Cult ivat ion on plant er ' s  

5. Ryot s e. Assam  

6. Tead(f ) f . Agent s of  plant er s 

7. I ndigo g. Cult ivat or s 

8. Gomast has h. I ndia 

  

1. b 2. a 3. d 4. c 5. g 6. e 7. h 8. f  

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. J ut e  a. Unit ed Pr ovinces (UP.) 

2. Wheat  b. Madr as 

3. Rice c. Assam 

4. Sugar cane d. Mahar asht r a 

5. Tea e. Bengal 

6. Cot t on f . Punj ab 

 

I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 

I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 
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1. e 2. f  3. b 4. a 5. c 6. d 

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Diwan  a. Village 

2. I ndigo b. Cult ivat ion of  plant er ' s own land 

3. Vat  c. Chief  f inance administ r at or  

4. Mahal  d. A plant  pr oducing blue colour  

5. Nij  e. St or age vessel 

6. New Munr o Syst em f . Fixing r evenue  

 

1. c 2. d 3. e 4. a 5. b 6. f  

 

 

 

 

I .  Column I  Column I I  

1. Vat s a. Champar an Movement  

2. Gandhij i b. I ndigo Plant at ion 

3. Mahal c. Land Measur ement  

4. Bigha  d. Village /  Gr oup of  Villages 

5. 1770 e. Diwani Right s 

6. 1765 f . Famine in Bengal 

 

1. b 2. a 3. d 4.c 5. f  6. e 

 

 

 

 

I I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 

I V.  Mat ch the f ollowing 
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I I .  Column I  Column I I  

1. Mahalwar i a. Slave 

2. Ryot war i Syst em b. Bigha 

3. Kalamkar i c. Vat  

4. A per son owned by someone else d. Munr o 

5. A unit  of  measur ement  of  land e. J ean Bapt ist e Labat  

6. A f er ment ing f or  st or age vessel f . Pr int ing st yle of  Andhr a Pr adesh 

7. A Fr ench missionar y g. Mackenize 

8. The agent s of  plant er s  h. Lat hilyals 

9. The st or ngmen maint ained by t he plant er s i. Woad 

10. A plant  t o make violet  and blue dyes j . Gomast has 

 

1. g 2. d 3. f  4. a 5. b 6. c 7. e 8. j  9. h 10. i 

 

 

 

1. Gr ower s of  woad in Eur ope saw _________________ as cr op which would pr ovide  

    compet it ion t o  t heir  ear nings. 

2. The demand f or  indigo incr eased in lat e-eight eent h cent ur y Br it ain because of  __________. 

3. The int er nat ional demand f or  indigo was af f ect ed by t he discover y of  _________________. 

4. I ndigo pr oduced a r ich _________________ colour . 

5. I n Mar ch 1859 t housands of  r yot s in Bengal r ef used t o gr ow _________________. 

6. One bigha of  indigo cult ivat ion r equir ed _________________ ploughs. 

7. The t wo main syst ems of  indigo cult ivat ion wer e _______________ and ______________. 

8. I n 1792 Fr ance abolished _________________ in t he Fr ench colonies.  

9. The indigo plant  gr ew pr imar ily in t he _________________.  

1. indigo 2. indust r ialisat ion 3. synt het ic dyes  4. blue 

5. indigo 6. t wo 7. Nij  and r yot i 8. slaver y 

9. t r opics      

 

 

 

I .  Fill in the blanks 
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1. I ndigo cult ivat ion was done under  t wo main syst ems known as ______________ and  

    ______________.  

2. By t he t er ms of  t he Per manent  Set t lement , t he r aj as and t aluqdar s wer e r ecognized as  

    ______________. 

3. ______________ developed Ryot war i Syst em which gr adually ext ended all over  sout h I ndia.  

4. The indigo villages wer e usually ar ound indigo f act or ies owned by ______________. 

5. The plant er s at  t imes pr essur ised t he village headmen t o sign t he ______________ on  

    behalf  of  t he r yot s.   

1. nij ; r yot s 2. zamindar s 3. Thomas Munr o 

4. plant er s 5. cont r act   

 

 

 

1. Gomast has wer e t he agent s of  ___________________. 

2. The Mughal emper or  appoint ed t he ___________________ as t he Diwan of  Bengal.  

3. The paint er  was commissioned by ___________________ t o r ecor d memor able event s of   

     his lif e.  

4. Ryot war i syst em was also known as ___________________. 

5. ___________________ is cult ivait on on Ryot ' s lands.  

6. Bigha is t he unit  of  ___________________ measur ement  by t he Br it ish in Bengal. 

1. plant er s 2. East  I ndia Company 3. Clive 

4. Munr o Syst em 5. Ryot i 6. land 

 

 

 

1. Gr ower s of  Woad in Eur ope sowed _______________ as a cr op which would pr ovide  

   compet it ion t o t heir  ear nings.  

2. The demand f or  indigo incr eased in t he lat e-eight eent h-cent ur y Br it ain because of   

    _______________. 

3. The int er nat ional demand f or  indigo was af f ect ed by t he discover y of  _______________. 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Fill in the blanks 
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4. The Champar an movement  was against  _______________. 

5. _______________ developed r yot war i syst em which gr adually ext ended all over  Sout h  

    I ndia.  

6. On 12 t h August , 1765, t he Mughal emper or  appoint ed t he _______________ as t he Diwan of   

    Bengal. 

7. I n 1770 a t er r ible _______________ killed t en million people in _______________. 

8. The _______________ set t lement , cr eat ed pr oblems.  

9. _______________ f elt  t hat  t he village was an impor t ant  social inst it ut ion in nor t h I ndian  

    societ y.  

10. By t he lat e eight eent h cent ur y, t he company was t r ying it s best  t o expand t he cult ivat ion of   

      _______________ and _______________.  

11. I ndia was t he biggest  supplier  of  _______________ in t he wor ld. 

12. The Fr ench began cult ivat ing I ndigo in _______________. 

13. The t wo main syst ems of  I ndigo cult ivat ion wer e _______________ and  

      _______________.  

14. Under  t he _______________ syst em, t he plant er s f or ced t he _______________ t o sign  

      a cont r act .  

15. Af t er  t he r evolt , I ndigo pr oduct ion _______________ in Bengal.  

16. Peasant s wer e _______________ t o pay t he dues.  

17. The r aj as and _______________ wer e r ecognized as zamindar s.  

18. I n Br it ish r evenue r ecor ds _______________ is a r evenue est at e.  

19. _______________ f led t he count r y side.  

20. I ndian I ndigo was being used by clot h manuf act ur es in _______________,   

      _______________, and _______________ t o dye clot h.  

21. The dye obt ained f r om woad was _______________ and _______________.  

22. I ndigo pr oduced a r ich _______________.  

23. I ndigo could be cult ivat ed only on _______________ lands.  

24. One _______________ of  I ndigo cult ivat ion r equir ed t wo ploughs.  

25. I n I ndia t he har vest  of  indigo plant  was cut  most ly by _______________.  

1. I ndigo 2. t he expansion of  cot t on pr oduct ion as a r esult  of  

indust r ialisat ion, which in t ur n cr eat ed an enor mous demand 

f or  clot h dyes.  
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3. synt het ic dyes 4. t he indigo plant er s 5. Thomas Munr o 

6. East  I ndia Company 7. Famine, Bengal 8. Per manent  

9. Holt  Mackenzie 10. Opium, I ndigo 11. I ndigo 

12. St . Domingue 13. Nij , Ryot i 14. Ryot is, r yot s 

15. Collapsed  16. Unable 17. Taluqdar s 

18. Mahals  19. Ryot s 20. I t aly, Fr ance, Br it ain 

21. Pale, dull 22. Blue colour  23. Fer t ile 

24. Bigha 25. Men  

 

 

 

1. Af t er  t he indigo pr oduct ion collapsed in Bengal, t he plant er s shif t ed t o Bihar . 

2. Sugar cane was gr own in Assam.  

3. The company became Diwan but  st ill was seen as t r ader s.  

4. Peasant s wer e unable t o pay, r yot s f led t he count r yside.  

5. I n I ndia, t he indigo plant  was cut  most ly by men.  

6. I n 1860, t he indigo cult ivat or s st ar t ed t o r ebel.  

7. The company int r oduced per manent  set t lement  in 1793.  

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 6. False 7. Tr ue 

 

 

 

1. I ndigo could be cult ivat ed only on f er t ile lands.  

2. I ndigo was easily available in Eur ope.  

3. Thomas Munr o was t he Gover nor  of  Bengal dur ing 1819-26. 

4. The per manent  Set t lement  cr eat ed many pr oblems.  

5. The Bengal economy boomed af t er  t he Company was appoint ed as Diwan of  t han pr ovince.  

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. False 

 

I .  True or False 

I I .  True or False 
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1. The demand f or  indigo incr eased in lat e sevent eent h cent ur y.  

2. Revenues wer e f ixed in t he per manent  set t lement .  

3. The company pur chased goods in I ndia bef or e 1865 t hr ough gold and silver  impor t s.  

4. Mahalwar i syst em came int o exist ence in 1700. 

5. Ver y high r at e of  r evenue was t he maj or  pr oblem of  r yot war i syst em.  

6. Weekly mar ket s wer e ver y f lour ishing dur ing economic cr isis of  Bengal.  

7. The company int r oduced t he Per manent  Set t lement  in 1793.  

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. Tr ue 6. False 7. Tr ue 

 

 

 

1. I ndust r ializat ion was not  t he cause of  gr owing demand of  indigo in t he eight eent h cent ur y.  

2. Gomast has wer e t he agent s appoint ed by plant er s.  

3. Mahat ma Gandhi visit ed Champar an in 1917.  

4. The Fr ench began cult ivat ing indigo in Br azil and J amaica.  

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. False 

 

 

 

1.  Describe how company became t he Diwan.   

 On 12 August  1765, Rober t  Clive was gr ant ed t he Diwani of  Bengal, Bihar  and Or issa by 

t he Mughal r uler .  

2.  Write the revenue procedure f or the company.   

 Bef or e 1865, t he company had pur chased goods in I ndia by impor t ing gold and silver  

f r om Br it ain. Now r evenue collect ed in Bengal could f inance t he pur chase of  goods f or  expor t .  

3.  I n which year was Permanent  Set t lement  int roduced by company?  

 The company int r oduced Per manent  Set t lement  in 1793.  

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

I I I .  True or False 

I V.  True or False 
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4.  What  do you mean by Permanent  Set t lement ?  

 The amount  of  r evenue t he peasant s wer e expect ed t o pay was f ixed per manent ly, t hat  

is, it  was not  t o be incr eased ever  in f ut ur e.  

5.  How did Permanent  Set t lement  create problems/   

  The r evenue t hat  had been f ixed was so high t hat  t he zamindar s f ound it  dif f icult  t o 

pay. Anyone who f ailed t o pay t he r evenue lost  hi zamindar i.  

6.  Who was Charles Cornwallis? 

 Char les Cor nwallis was t he Gover nor -Gener al of  I ndia when t he Per manent  Set t lement  

was int r oduced.  

7.  What  is indigo?  

 I ndigo is a plant  t hat  pr oduces r ich blue colour  which is used as a dye. 

8.  What  is Kalamkari print ?  

  Kalamkar i pr int  is cr eat ed by weaver s of  Andhr a Pr adesh in I ndia.  

9.  What  is nij ?  

 Nij  was t he cult ivat ion on plant er ' s own land. 

 

 

 

1.  Describe t he main f eat ures of  the Permanent  Set t lement .          (NCERT) 

  The main f eat ur es of  Per manent  Set t lement  ar e as f ollowing.  

 i. Raj as and t aluqdar s wer e r ecognised as zamindar s, who wer e asked t o collect  r ent  f r om 

t he peasant s and pay r evenue t o t he company.  

  ii. The amount  t o be paid was f ixed.  

 iii. The r evenue t hat  had been f ixed was so high t hat  t he zamindar s f ound it  dif f icult  t o 

pay. 

  iv. This would ensur e a r egular  f low of  r evenue int o t he company' s cof f er s and at  t he 

same t ime encour age t he zamindar s t o invest  in impr oving t he land.  

 v. Since t he r evenue demands of  t he st at e would not  be incr eased t he zamindar  would 

benef it  f r om incr eased pr oduct ion f r om t he land.  

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  How was t he Mahalwari Syst em dif f erent  f rom t he Permanent  Set t lement ?     (NCERT) 

S. No Mahalwari Set t lement  Permanent  Set t lement  

i I n Mahalwar i Set t lement  it  was 

decided t hat  t he r at e of  r evenue would 

be r evised per iodically and not  

per manent ly f ixed. 

Under  t he Per manent  Set t lement  t he 

r at e of  r evenue was f ixed per manent ly.  

ii. Under  t he Mahalwar i syst em t he 

char ge was given t o t he village headmen 

of  collect ing t he r evenue and paying it  

t o t he Company 

The zamindar s wer e given t he char ge 

of  collect ing r evenue f r om t he peasant s 

and paying it  t o t he Company. 

 

3.  What  is Munro syst em?  

 I n t he Br it ish Ter r it or ies in t he sout h a new syst em of  land r evenue was devised which 

was known as r yot war  or  r yot war i. I t  was t r ied on a small scale by Capt ain Alexander  Read and 

developed by Thomas Munr o.  

4.  Give t wo problems which arose with the new Munro syst em of  f ixing revenue.   

 The t wo pr oblems which ar ose wit h t he new Munr o syst em of  f ixing r evenue wer e.  

 i. Revenue of f icials f ixed a ver y high r evenue demand and peasant s wer e unable t o pay it .  

 ii. Ryot s f led t he count r yside, and villages became deser t ed in many r egions.  

5.  The Brit ish f orced cult ivat ors t o produce which crops of  Europe in I ndia?  

 The Br it ish f or ced cult ivat or s t o pr oduce cr ops in var ious par t s of  I ndia and t her e wer e-

j ut e in Bengal, t ea in Assam, sugar cane in Unit ed Pr ovinces, wheat  in Punj ab, cot t on in 

Mahar asht r a and Punj ab, r ice in Madr as.  

6.  Why did clot h dyers pref er indigo as dye inst ead of  woad?  

 Clot h dyer s pr ef er r ed indigo as a dye because it  pr oduced a r ich blue colour  wher eas t he 

dye f r om woad was pale and dull.  

7.  Describe nij  cult ivat ion.   

 I n t he nij  syst em, t he plant er  pr oduced indigo in lands t hat  he dir ect ly cont r olled. He 

eit her  bought  t he land or  r ent ed it  f r om ot her  zamindar s and pr oduced indigo by dir ect ly 

employing hir ed labour er s.  
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8.  Explain t he ryot i syst em.   

 Under  t he r yot i syst em t he plant er s f or ced t he r yot s t o sign a cont r act , an agr eement . 

The pr essur ised t he village headmen t o sign t he cont r act  on behalf  of  t he r yot s. Those who 

signed t he cont r act  got  cash advances f r om t he plant er s at  low r at es of  int er est  t o pr oduce 

indigo.  

 

 

 

1.  Why were ryot s reluctant  t o grow indigo?      (NCERT) 

 i. Under  t he r yot i syst em, t he plant er s f or ced t he r yot s t o sign a cont r act  an agr eement .  

 ii. Those who signed t he cont r act  got  cash advances f r om t he plant er s at  low r at es of  

int er est  t o pr oduce indigo. 

  iii. But  t he loan commit t ed t he r yot  t o cult ivat ing indigo at  last  25% of  t he ar ea under  

his holding.  

 iv. The plant er  pr ovided t he seed and t he dr ill, while t he cult ivat or s pr epar ed t he soil, 

sowed t he seed and looked af t er  t he cr op.  

 v. When t he cr op was deliver ed t o t he plant er  af t er  t he har vest , a new loan was given t o 

t he r yot , and t he cycle st ar t ed all over  again.  

 vi. The pr ice t hey got  f or  t he indigo t hey pr oduced was ver y low and t he cycle of  loans 

never  ended.  

2.  What  were the circumst ances which led to t he eventual collapse of  indigo product ion in  

   Bengal?  

 i. I n Mar ch 1859, t housands of  r yot s in Bengal r ef used t o gr ow indigo.  

 ii. They became dissent  and r ef used t o pay r ent s t o t he plant er s and at t acked indigo 

f act or ies ar med wit h swor ds and spear s, bows and ar r ows. 

  iii. I n 1859, t he indigo r yot s f elt  t hey also had t he suppor t  of  t he local zamindar s and 

village headmen in t heir  r ebellion against  t he plant er s. Some zamindar s wer e unhappy wit h t he 

incr easing power  of  t he plant er s and angr y at  being f or ced by plant er s t o give t hem land on long 

leases.  

 iv. This wor r ied t he gover nment  and r esult ed in set t ing up t he indigo commission t o 

enquir e int o t he syst em of  indigo cult ivat ion and milit ar y t o pr ot ect  t he plant er s f r om assault .  

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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  v. The commission held t he plant er s guilt y and it  declar ed t hat  indigo pr oduct ion was not  

pr of it able f or  r yot s.  

 vi. Ther ef or e, t hey could r ef use t o pr oduce indigo in f ut ur e.  

 vii. As a r esult  indigo pr oduct ion collapsed in Bengal. 

3.  How did indigo at t ract  t he f oreign t raders t o I ndia?  

 i. By t he end of  t he eight eent h cent ur y, t he demand f or  I ndian indigo gr ew f ur t her .  

 ii. As t he indigo t r ade gr ew commer cial agent s and of f icials of  t he  company began 

invest ing in indigo pr oduct ion.  

 iii. Over  t he year s, many company of f icials lef t  t heir  j obs t o look af t er  t heir  indigo 

business.  

 iv. At t r act ed by t he pr ospect  of  high pr of it s, numer ous Scot smen and Englishmen came 

t o I ndia and became plant er s.  

4.  What  led t he set t ing up of  indigo commission by t he government ?  

 i. To enquir e int o t he syst em of  indigo pr oduct ion led t he set t ing up of  indigo commission 

by t he gover nment .  

 ii. The commission held t he plant er s guilt y and cr it icised t hem f or  t he coer cive met hods 

t hey used wit h indigo cult ivat or s.   

 iii. I t  declar ed t hat  indigo pr oduct ion was not  pr of it able f or  r yot s.  

 iv. The commission asked t he r yot s t o f ulf il t heir  exist ing cont r act s but  also t old t hem 

t hat  t hey could r ef use t o pr oduce indigo in f ut ur e.  

5.  How was indigo produced?  

 i. Af t er  t he har vest , t he indigo plant s was t aken t o t he vat s, t he st or age or  f er ment ing 

vassals, in t he indigo f act or y.  

  ii. Thr ee or  f our  vat s wer e needed t o manuf act ur e t he dye. Each vat  had a separ at e 

f unct ion.  

 iii. The leaves st r ipped of f  t he indigo plant  wer e f ir st  soaked in war m wat er  in a vat  f or  

sever al hour s.  

 iv. When t he plant s f er ment ed, t he liquid began t o boil and bubble.  

  v. Af t er  t hat  r ot t en leaves wer e t aken out  and t he liquid was dr ained int o anot her  vat . I n 

t he second vat , t he solut ion was cont inuously st ir r ed and beat en wit h paddles.  

 vi. When t he liquid slowly t ur ned gr een and t hem blue, lime wat er  was added t o t he vat .  

  vi. When t he liquid slowly t ur ned gr een and t hen blue, lime wat er  was added t o t he vat .  
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 vii. The indigo separ at ed out  inf lakes, a muddy sediment  set t led at  t he bot t om of  t he vat  

and a clear  liquid r ose t o t he sur f ace.  

 viii. The liquid was dr ained of f  and t he sediment -t he indigo pulp - was t r ansf er r ed t o 

anot her  vat  and t hen pr essed and dr ied f or  sale.  

6.  What  was ' Blue Rebellion' ? 

 i. ' Blue r ebellion'  st ar t ed in 1859 when t housands of  r yot s in Bengals r ef used t o gr ow 

indigo.  

  ii. Those who wor ked f or  t he plant er s wer e socially boycot t ed, and t he gomast has - 

agent s of  plant er s - who came t o collect  r ent  wer e beat en up.  

 iii. Ryot s swor e t hey owuld no longer  t ake advances t o was indigo not  be bullied by 

lat hiyals.  

 iv. I n many villages, leader s who had been f or ced t o sing indigo cont r act s, mobilised 

indigo peasant s and f ought  pit ched bat t les wit h t he lat hiyals.  

7.  What  was Champaran movement ?  

 i. I ndigo movement  collapsed in Bengal but  shif t ed t o Bihar .  

 ii. Wit h t he discover y of  synt het ic dyes, t heir  business was sever ally af f ect ed. 

  iii. When Mahat ma Gandhi r et ur ned f r om Sout h Af r ica, a peasant  f r om Bihar  per suaded 

him t o visit  Champar an and see t he plight  of  t he I ndigo plant er s her e.  

 iv. Mahat ma Gandhi' s visit  in 1917 mar ked t he beginning of  t he Champar an movement  

against  t he I ndigo plant er s.  

 

  


